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Of this momentous meeting in Delhi and the events which led to
non-co-operation, Maulana Azad observes:
"I happened to meet Gandhiji for the first time in Delhi on
January 18, 1920. All Hindu and Muslim leaders had assembled there
in order to wait in deputation upon the Viceroy and place before
Government the sentiments of the Indian Muslims with regard to
Turkey. Lokamanya Tilak, too, was in Delhi. As a member of the
deputation, I had already put my signature on the memorial to be
submitted to the Viceroy. But I could not bring myself to consent to
go to Government House. Maulana Mahomed Ali and other friends
were insistent that I should join the deputation, but my feeling was
that the deputation could not serve any useful purpose.
"The deputation did wait on the Viceroy, however, and as was
but to be expected, with little result. The only assurance that the
Viceroy gave was that, if it was decided to send the deputation to
London the Government of India would provide all the facilities.
It was thereupon decided that Maulana Mahomed Ali should lead
the deputation. He was ready to go. But another question now arose :
whether the Muslims should be content merely with sending this
deputation or whether there was anything more to be done. I was of
the opinion that these methods of begging, petitioning, waiting in
deputation could not be of much avail. We had to try to find some
means of exerting direct pressure. But most people fought shy of
this line of thinking. They had no constructive suggestion to offer,
but were ready to pick holes, if anything concrete was proposed.
"The matter was discussed for six long hours in Hakim Ajmal
Khan's drawing-room, but without any result. Gandhiji thereupon
proposed that a sub-committee of two or three people should be
appointed to decide the matter in consultation with him. Their
decision would then be placed before the bigger committee. Hakim
Saheb and I were selected to form this sub-committee. We accom-
panied Gandhiji to Principal Rudra's house and were closeted with
him for three hours. It was here that non-co-operation was conceived.
Gandhiji placed before us a detailed programme, and I had no
difficulty in agreeing with him in every detail. It was quite clear to
me that there was no other correct line of action than this.
"The next day, the members of the deputation met again and
Gandhiji explained to them his proposal. There was still hesitancy on
their part. Maulanas Abdul Bari, Mahomed Ali arnd Shaukat Ali